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Press release
A. Annual report
Pöttinger – partnerships set for success 
Repeat two-figure growth in anniversary year
The financial year 2005/2006 is also an anniversary for Pöttinger: 135 years experience in agricultural technology. The strong increase in overall turnover to EUR 171 million highlights the success of the company. With 986 dedicated employees and a worldwide network of partners it was possible for the family-owned company to increase growth by 10 percent and achieve record turnover. 
The grassland sector, accounting for 77 percent of agricultural technology sales, was the most significant contributor by a long way; followed by tillage at 14 percent. Pöttinger was able to grow all three business sectors compared to the previous year: in tillage 3.2 percent, in grassland 10.8 percent and in original spare parts 12.7 percent. Turnover per employee went up 3.4 percent to around EUR 173,000.
Active worldwide
The strong growth in turnover is largely attributable to the huge increase in business abroad. In the last financial year Pöttinger achieved an export share of 83 percent, amounting to sales from international markets of around EUR 136.5 million. In addition to the European market, the family-owned company has now become well established in Australia and New Zealand, offering the traditional high level of Pöttinger service and support.
The international success of the company is based on its comprehensive product range in the grassland and tillage sectors. Due to its dynamic innovation potential and over 40 years of experience in loader wagons, Pöttinger today leads the industry worldwide. Pöttinger high performance technology has given the self-loading wagon process an uplift in many markets worldwide. The economy of the process and the resulting increase in profitability for the farming business points towards the future potential of this harvesting system. 
In addition to success in the grassland sector, tillage and seed drill technology also contributed to the company's growth. Developments in eastern European countries – Poland and Ukraine for example – have been particularly impressive.
Pöttinger has lived up to its reputation as a pioneer in technological innovation in the electronics sector with the promotion of ISOBUS systems: more than 2500 ISOBUS compatible machines (loader wagons, mowers, seed drills and ploughs) have been delivered in recent years.
More success with Pöttinger
Around 62 percent of agricultural technology turnover was achieved in five countries: Germany, Austria, France, Switzerland and the Czech Republic. Customers have been relying on Pöttinger agricultural technology for many years in these markets.
The "top five" countries showing an increase in sales of machines compared to last year are Germany, Ukraine, Poland, England and the Czech Republic.
In the grassland sector there were increases on the previous year of 14.6 percent for mowers, 7.5 percent for loader wagons and 6.7 for tedders and windrowers. In the tillage sector the absolute highlights were in stubble cultivator and disc harrow sales with an increase of 61.3 percent and seed drill technology with 33.1 percent.
Strong in the domestic market
Austrian farmers continue to trust agricultural technology from Austrian and, despite an already high level of turnover, gave Pöttinger additional sales of 5.3 percent. Developments in the grassland sector were of particular note with an increase of 7.3 percent compared to the previous year. 
Success due to customer proximity
In Germany business grew by a total of 7.3 percent. Tillage saw a strong increase of 19.9 percent; in grassland it was 4.9 percent. Growth is mainly attributable to investments in customer proximity such as the north German service centre in Recke. 
Czech Republic and Slovakia break all records
An upswing of 18.9 percent in the grassland sector in the Czech and Slovakian markets demonstrates that the company is set for continued growth in eastern Europe. In the Czech Republic Pöttinger is the clear no. 1.
Increase in market share despite difficult circumstances
French sales increased despite the current difficult conditions with a plus of 5.3 percent in the grassland sector and 5.0 percent in tillage. As a result France maintained its third place in the country ranking according to machine sales.
Innovations in the field
"Innovations that make life easier for the customer". It is with this in mind that Pöttinger drives development right across its entire range of products. Dedicated employees, many of whom have their roots in agriculture, know the requirements placed on agricultural machinery from their own experience. The potential for new ideas is promoted and implemented using the Pöttinger Continuous Improvement Process (CIP). 
The combination of this inhouse know-how and the ongoing integration of experience and wishes from our customers is the guarantee for customer-specific solutions. Cost-effectiveness, soil and crop protection, plus intelligent technology are at the centre of developments made to machines. An attractive design is also part of our philosophy. After all, a Pöttinger machine is not just a tool – it is also a pleasure to work with.
With commitment for the future
Managing Directors Heinz and Klaus Pöttinger view the future with great optimism: "Pöttinger will continue to strengthen its competence as leading provider of market-specific and process-oriented solutions in arable and grassland farming. World leadership in the loader wagon segment, pioneering spirit in front mowers and many years of experience in tillage and seed drill technology speak for continued growth of the business in the forthcoming financial year."
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Dipl.-Ing. Klaus Pöttinger, Mag. Heinz Pöttinger
	Headquaters in Grieskirchen
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For more information please contact:
Mrs. Inge Steibl
Alois Pöttinger Maschinenfabrik GmbH. 

Industriegelände 1, A-4710 Grieskirchen

Tel: +43(0)7248/600-415 

inge.steibl@poettinger.at, www.poettinger.at  
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